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illustrated. 1852 edition. Excerpt: . .. and they will naturally give it to those who make them the finest promises,
those who flatter them the most. But in the end the veil falls from their eyes, and they will demand something
more solid than the right of agreeing by their vote in the province, and in the parish, to elect you into the
Chambers, a worthless right, which does not prevent their paying taxes on their property, on their
consumption, and, above all, the tax on blood so heavy on the poor! They will require something more solid;
and that something, is a share in the wealth which you enjoy so largely. You have established, say you, the rule
of equality! But are the people more happy for it! To judge by their complaints they are much less so. This is
what the new doctors repeat to them, and experience shows with what facility their ears open to these counsels.
They do no more for those who have taken their cause in hand, but make most powerful weapon to tyranny. In
fact, the government that exercises this sovereignty is not an abstract thing. From its essence, it should be the
representative of society, and in this sense it could only act for it. In reality, it consists of a man or several men,
animated by personal interests, agitated with passions, and subject to errors. But as society has invested it with
sovereign power, it makes use of it to break the...
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