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Ballantine. 1 Paperback(s), 2012. soft. Book Condition: New. In this 19th case (following A Sunless Sea) featuring
the amnesiac detective William Monknow the commander of the Thames River Policehis wife Hester questions
the finances of a London church whose members' hard-earned charitable gifts appear to have ended up in the
pocket of charismatic preacher Abel Taft. Barrister Oliver Rathbone, newly appointed a judge, is chosen to
preside over Taft's trial. It seems clear that he is indeed guiltyuntil the defense produces a last-second witness
who completely undermines the charges. Then Rathbone makes a well-meaning but reckless move that could
ruin his career, his reputationand his life. Justice, law, and morality hang in the balance as Hester and Monk
race to save their distinguished friend Rathbone from disgrace. No one else re-creates the atmosphere of gas-lit
London quite like Anne Perry, creator of both the Thomas and Charlotte Pitt series and the William and Hester
Monk series of Victorian-era detective fiction."Those who love Victorian England will relish Ms. Perry's
presentation of period details. Her mastery of this time and place gives credence to the characters' moral and
legal struggles."NYJournal of Books 326.
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