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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Relative Values in Public Health Work, Vol. 6 About
1,400,000 persons die in continental United States each year. Probably a fourth or a third of these die from
preventable causes. In addition, it is asserted, and recent sickness surveys seem to support the claim, that two
or three per cent, of our population are, at any one time, disabled through sickness. Then there is the larger
number of persons aClicted with illnesses not serious enough to disable but which cause loss of comfort and
eCiciency. The task of preventing these vast amounts of sickness and death, so far as is possible, is delegated by
the public to its health authorities. The latter must decide what parts of the losses are preventable, and must
determine how the greatest return in prevention can be obtained with the money available. This is the problem
of relative values in public health work. If unlimited funds were at the disposal of health departments the
problem of relative values would be one of merely theoretical interest. The administrator would need only to
institute all the activities that seemed likely to exert a beneficial eCect, and at the close of the year prepare a
table of expenditures with regard to the several activities. This list would indicate the relative value attached to
diCerent activities when no stone is leD unturned, but would be a tabulation of purely academic interest. Quite
diCerent is the situation actually confronting health oCicials. With the scanty funds now at their disposal, and
the great variation in eCectiveness of diCerent activities, the most careful discrimination must be exercised in
making up the department s program. A bad distribution...
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