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- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1, Otto-von-Guericke-University Magdeburg, 13 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: We have war, injustice, and unhappiness because our way of life is founded on
mistaken beliefs. This quotation by William Blake set me thinking and distracted me from my actual project: I
wanted to write an essay on a poem. But during my work I, fortunately, ended up in a chaos of philosophical
questions: Who are we Where do we come from Is our universe only a dust particle of something larger Is there
a force guiding us Who or what is God From time immemorial, people have been racking their brains over
these ageless and puzzling questions, and I doubt whether we are able to provide convincing responses to
them. Someone who might give us a wise answer is William Blake (1757 1827). He is considered to be the first
major Romantic poet, and a central theme of his works is religion (e.g. The Marriage of Heaven and Hell, The
Book of Urizen). Admittedly, there is no easy access to Blake because he is one of the most obscure and
inscrutable poets. Nevertheless, I would like to make the daring attempt to uncover the secrets of Blake s
religious mysticism. For this reason, I will discuss one of his first works There Is No Natural Religion (1788). My
design is to make this essay accessible to a wide readership, especially to those who have so far avoided
profoundly dealing with a particular topic: religion. I also had no serious interest in religion at all until I
started...
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