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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****An excerpt from the Author s
INTRODUCTION. French belongs to the group of modem European tongues known as the Romance languages,
which have developed out of Latin. The group includes Spanish and Portuguese, French and Provencal, Italian,
Wallachian or Roumanian, and Rhaetic or Ladin (spoken in the Grisons in Switzerland, and in the western part
of the Tyrol). These languages developed, not out of literary Latin as we find it in the Classical writers, but out of
the popular spoken language ( sermo rusticus or vulgaris ) known as Vulgar Latin. The two, literary and
popular Latin, were originally the same; but, whereas the literary Latin was artificially preserved, with little or
no change, by the Roman writers and grammarians, the popular Latin, like every spoken language, was in
constant process of change, so that the two deviated more and more with the lapse of time. It was this Vulgar
Latin which was carried by the Roman conquests into the various provinces forming the Empire, and which
supplanted the native tongues of the inhabitants of those provinces; it is thus the source to which we must trace
back the modern Romance languages. The difficulty lies in the fact that Vulgar Latin, being purely a spoken
language, has not been preserved for us by any literary monuments. But there are certain sources of evidence
to which we can have recourse: 1. Words and forms mentioned as belonging to the popular speech by Latin
rhetoricians, grammarians, or compilers of glossaries. 2. Inscriptions, written by more or less illiterate men, and
showing unclassical forms. 3. Deviations from Classical Latin which are found in Low Latin, that is, the...
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