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CHARLES DARWIN'S "THE ORIGIN OF SPECIES": SCIENCE, RHETORIC
AND REVOLUTION

GRIN Verlag Jun 2008, 2008. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 210x148x2 mm. This item is printed on demand
- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, Catholic University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, 36 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: 'Only now can we appreciate in how many diHerent ways the Origin departed from
established concepts and how many new directions it opened up. Every modern discussion of man s future, the
population explosion, the struggle for existence, the purpose of man and the universe, and man s place in
nature rests on Darwin.' With these words Ernst Mayr opens his introduction to the facsimile of the first edition
of Darwin s The Origin of Species and thus outlines the dimensions of its significance and place in cultural
history. The diHerence, which separates the book and its author from many other scientific works of similar
importance, is the degree to which it has been brought up in public debates. Additionally, it was noticed that
Darwin s success had also something to do with his talent as a writer: he made us see the world in a diHerent
light with figures of speech. But to claim that Darwin was a rhetorician is not to dismiss his science, but to draw
attention to his accommodation of his message to the professional and lay audiences whose support was
necessary for its acceptance. While the debate in natural sciences was largely over by the end of the 1940s, the
cultural debate came up again. Catchwords like Social or Cultural Darwinism indicate the transfer of the
biological theory to other spheres. Nowadays, most of the main religions have accepted the theory of evolution
and promote a co-existence of scientific description and religious traditions....
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