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opening which is all that belongs to me on this occasion, that four times only, - during the nearly threescore
years and ten which have elapsed since their original organization in 1790, - that four times only, | believe, have
the Massachusetts Historical Society been assembled, as they now are, for any purpose of public and formal
commemoration. On the 23d of October, 1792, a discourse was delivered before them by the Rev. Dr. Belknap,
on the completion of the third century since the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus. On the 22d of
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