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Indiana: Containing the Course of Instruction; 1885 The Ordinance of Congress passed - May 20, 1785 - in
relation to the mode of disposing of the public lands in the territory of the United States, northwest of the Ohio
river, provided that there shall be reserved the lot [section] No. 16, of every township, for the maintenance of
public schools within said township. The famous Ordinance of July 13, 1787, which provides for the government
of the above described territory, declares: Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged.
By these national acts, the duty of The State to provide for the education of the children, was recognized.
Following in their lead, the first Constitution of Indiana - adopted in 1816 - contained the following: Knowledge
and learning generally diffused through a community, being essential to the preservation of a free government,
and spreading the opportunities and advantages of education through the various parts of the country being
highly conducive to this end - It shall be the duty of the General Assembly, as soon as circumstances permit, to
provide by law for a general system of education, wherein tuition shall be gratis and equally open to all. Present
Constitutional Provisions. Article VIII of the Constitution adopted in 1851, by a popular majority of eighty
thousand - is devoted to Education. The first section says: 1. Knowledge and learning generally diffused
throughout a community being essential to the preservation of a free government, it shall be the duty of the
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