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indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 Excerpt: .appears as ee in nees niece. 3. M.E. e = O.Fr. ue: from the 15th cent. this e
became ii, which has given bi in fontrbiv contrive, a phonetic change still unexplained (N.E.D.). Another M.E. e =
O.Fr. e has become bi in bil aisle, O.Fr. ele, M.E. 15th cent. ille, yle, N.E.D. er. 124. M.E. er has been raised into ir at
an early period in ompbiso umpire; see Behrens, Grundriss, p. 817, 33 b. 1. 125. In syllables which were stressed
in O.Fr. M.E. | of French origin has in Pewsey become bi. M.E. | was lengthened from O.Fr. (a) Before a vowel and
at the end of a word: aplbi apply, krbi cry, frbt fry, pbi pie, trbi try. emmbi enemy, with stress both on the first
and the last syllable. (i) Before French single consonant, medial or final: advbis advise, dasbis o desire, mtbis
entice, aksbizmm exciseman, apparently borrowed from M.Du. excijs, which was probably an adaptation of
O.Fr. acceis; a Med.L. accisia occurred as a variant of assisa (N.E.D.); fain fine, nbis nice, oblbidz oblige, pbio
pile, prbis price, rbis rice, . siiziz assizes with aphetic forms as early as the 14th cent. (N.E.D.), . slois slice, strow
strive. i (c) Before n from n in shin sign. (d) Exceptionally also in closed syllables: pbint pint. (e) And before muta
cum liquida in mtbitl entitle, sbidso cider; trbifo trifle (M.E. sometimes trifle and trefle (Skeat, Etym. Bid.), but
O.Fr. trufle; as...
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